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‘I have however no doubt that had
the audience of that day been consti- || .
tuted into a jury and entrusted with the |
task of deciding Godse’s appeal, they
would have brought in a verdict of ‘not
guilty’ by overwhelming majority’.

JUSHCE KHOSLA
The murder of the Mahatma
(page 234)
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(“Of all the Appellants Nathuram V. Godse has not challenged
his conviction under Sec. 302 of the Indian Penal Code nor has he
appealed from the sentence of death passed on him in respect of the
offence. He has confined his appeal and also his arguments at the
Bar only to the other charges which have been found proved against

him”. “......... he personally argued his appeal, I must say, with
conspicuous ability evidencing a mastery of facts which would

have done credit to any counsel.”)
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(“Although he failed in his Matriculation examination he is
- widely read. While arguing his appeal he showed a fair knoweldge
of the English language and a remarkable capacity for clear
thinking.”) ‘
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(“We have seen quite enough of Nathuram during the period of
more than five weeks while we were hearing these appeal and
particularly during the eight or nine dayswhile he was arguing his
own case, and I cannot imagine that a man of his calibre could have
even entertained the idea.”) |
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" (“The highlight of the appeal before us was the discourse
delivered by Nathuram Godse in his defence. He spoke for several
hours discussing, in the first instance, the facts of the case and then

the motive which had prompted him to take Mahatma Gandhi’s
life........... *) (The murder of the Mahatma, Page 238)

(“The audience was visible and audibly moved. There was a
deep silence whenhe ceased speaking. Many women were in tears
and men were coughing and searching for there handkerchiefs. The
silence was accentuated and made deeper by the sound .of -an
occasional subdued sniff or a muffled cough.. )

(“I have however no doubt that had the audiance of that day
been constituted into a Jury and entrusted with the task of deciding
Godse’s appeal, they would have brou ghtina verdict of ‘not guilty’
. by an overwhelming majority”)

. (The Murder of The Mahatma, Page 234)
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